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New Titles for Children and Young People
Adler, Irving. The Secret of Light: illus. by
Ida Weisburd. International, 1952. 96p.$2.25. (A Young World Book)
A brief but thorough presentation of theories
of light - its properties and how it is used by
man. The material is concentrated and difficult
enough so that the reader will need some previous
knowledge of the subject to make the best use of
the book. The illustrations give the book an
appearance of being for younger readers than it
actually is. However, they add considerably to
the understanding of the text. CGr.9-12)
Aldis, Dorothy (Keeley). We're going toTown
illus, by Mary Gehr. Bobbs-Merrill, 1952.
56p. $2.
It was an exciting day for the Baker children
when they made their first visit to Chicago and
Marshall Field's. Although they lived in Lake
Forest, just outside of Chicago, pre-1900
transportation was so slow that the trip to the
city was an all day affair and needed to be
planned with care. Young children will enjoy
the contrast between life as it is pictured in
tnis story and as tney know it now, and
youngsters wno are acquainted with Marenall
Field's or other large stores should find the
book particularly interesting. (Gr.3-5)
Andersen, Hans Christian. Fairy Tales; retold
for little children; pictures by James
Caraway, Wonder Books, 1952. 28p. 25.,
Four of Andersen's fairy tales which,
according to the title page, have been retold
for younger children. Actually these versions
are no easier than many others but are merely
snorter and less well-written. These are the
same versions and the same illustrations as
those used in the Big Treasure edition of
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Andersen's Fairy Tales (Grosset, 19b2) with
adjustments in size of print and illustrations
to allow for the difference in page size of
the two editions, The stories are poorly told
and the illustrations range from the exoessive-
ly "pretty" to the grotesquely ugly. Not
recommended. (Pre-school),
Baker, Rachel (Mininberg). S93mund FrnUd.
Messner, 1952. 201p. $o2.75*.
An interesting well-written biography of
Freud that makes him seem a very real and •ika-
ble person. Many of Freud's teaonings are
explained in terms of his personal experienoes
and are thus made more understandable for the
young reader. Young people who are familiar
with the place of psychoanalysis in modern
life should find the subject interesting and
the book may be used in psychology olasses as
an introduction to Freud's own writings.
Included is an annotated bibliography of
related writings with notes indicating the
difficulty or ease with whion some of the
titles may be read by high school students.
The book is written at about an eignth grade
difficulty level but the subject and its
treatment are more suited to high school use.
(Gr.9-12)
Brown, Margaret Wise. The Little Freman
illus. by Esphyr Slobodkina. Scott, 1952.
34p. $1.75.
Highly contrived and misleading story of a
little fireman and a big fireman who put out a
little fire and a big fire respectively. The
illustrations, in black and red and green, are
static and lacking in appeal. The book was
first published in 1938 with different, and on
the whole more attractive, colors in tne
illustrations. Not recommended. (Pre-sonool,
Carleon, Esther Elisabeth. Mileson
Abelard, 1952. 256p. $2.50. (D104)
Janet Lee, high school junior, had been a
somewhat thoughtless girl until after the
night of the high school commencement when she
wrecked her father's oar as she was returning
home from a late party with some of the
seniors. No one was injured, but Janet had to
appear in court where she was fined and placed
on probation for tne summer. How she earned
her fine money by working in a resort notel,
and in the process learned to accept responsi-
bility makes a pleasing although not outstand-'
ing story. (Gr.6-8)
Chase, Mary Coyle. Mrs. McTning; illus. by
Madeleine Gekiere and Helen Sewell. Oxford,
1952. 141p. $3.
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Chase. Mq. McThing.
Mary Chase s Broadway play published in
book form. Although the play form has been
retained the stage directions are sufficient-
ly full to give the effect of a story. The
play involves the adventures of Howay Larue
and his wealthy mother who find themselves in
strange situations when Mrs. Larue objects to
the daughter of Mrs. MoThing, a witch, as a
playmate for Howay. As revenge, Mrs. MeThing
transports Howay and his mother to a slum area
and replaces them at home with stick figures
that are perfect copies of the two. With the
aid of Mimi Mrs. McThing's daughter, the two
are eventually restored to their home. The
fantasy and humor are of a kind that will
appeal to many adults and to those children
who enjoy imaginative literature. As one
fifth grade girl said, "This is a book of
mixed fairy tale and absolute reality."
(Gr.5-10)
Cleven Cathrine. The Secret of the King's
Field; A Story of France in the Eighteenth
Century; illue, by Paul Busch. Bobbs-
Merrill, 1952. 203p. * 2.50.
Mildly interesting story of a little known
episode in French history - the introduction
of the potato as food and as a orop for the
peasants to raise. Ten-year-old Jean LeBlano
and his family suffered under the cruelties of
the local lord's overseer despite the fact
that they were freeborn and were supposed to
own their land. When the king's men came to
the village and plowed up a part of the common,
the people were sure that the crop which was
planted there was a poisonous plant. Only the
strong curiosity, sharp ears, and quick wit of
Jean saved the field from destruction and
later convinced the people that the crop was
good to eat. Satisfactory as supplementary
reading for history classes. (Gr.6-8)
Cormack, Maribelle. Timb~ r Jack. Watts, 1952.
281p. $2.50.
A story of a severe forest fire in the
woods near Sharp Falls, Wisconsin, and its
effect on the lives of the people of the small
logging town. The descriptions of the fire
and its aftermath are vivid and dramatic.
Unfortunately the characterizations are less
realistically handled and much of the plot is
trite and unconvincing, Not recommended.
tGr.7-9)
Oousins, Margaret. en Franklin of Old
hiladelphia; illus. by Fritz Eiohenberg.
ndom House, 1952. 184p. #1.50. (A
Landmark Book)
Slightly superficial but entertaining
biography of Benjamin Franklin. The author
tends to overemphasize Franklin's strengths
and ignore his weaknesses and she gives him
full credit for his numerous inventions, scien-
tific discoveries, and social improvements
without at the same time clearly indicating the
work of other men that proceeded his own and
that made many of his disooveries possible.
The book will serve as an introduction to the
man and makes him interesting enough to lure
the reader on to more detailed biographies.
It is also a good picture of the Revolutionary
Period in this country's history. (Gr.5-7)
Davis, Mary Octavia. inkie; illus. by Dutz.
Steck, 1952. 31p. $1.
Insipid story of a little turtle who is
unhappy because none of the other animals will
play with him. Instead of doing something
about the situation, he sits and weeps until
the other animals go hunting for another turtle
to play with him. Sweetly sentimental illus-
trations. Not recommended. (K-Gr.1)
Dilliard, Maud Esther. The Twins of Old
Flatbush; illus, by Albert Orbaan. Dutton,
1952 . 12p. $2.?5.
Dull and plodding story of twins who lived
near what is now Coney Island in 1652. A
slight mystery in tne form of a stolen cow and
an abandoned baby is introduced but does little
to add to the appeal of the story. The writing
is slow paced and contains an over-abundance of
Dutch words, with little or no explanation of
their meanings. Not recommended. (Gr.5-7)
Draper, Cena Christopher. Ridge Willoughby;
illus, by Elizabeth Rice. Steck, 192.
119p. $2.
The story of a young boy's growing up in
the hills of Missouri at the turn of the
century. There is some humor in the troubles
Ridge has as* the only boy in a family of five
girls and five adults but neitner Ridge nor his
family ever emerge as very real characters.
The story is further weakened by the incident
of Ridge's finding a long lost treasure as the
solution to the family's financial proolems.
Not recommended. (Gr.5-7)
Felsen, Henry Gregor. Cub Scout at Last'
illus, by Robert Henneberger. Soribners,
1952. 151p. $2. (D19)
Slight but pleasant story of a young boy
who joins a Cub Soout Den and througn its
activities learns the value of always being on
time. Not an important book but one which
should be enjoyed by Cub Scouts and woula-be
Cub Scouts. (Gr.4-6)
Frankel, Lillian (Berson). 101 Best Games for
Girls 6 to 12; by Lillian and Godfrey
Frankel; illus, by John Fischetti, Sterling,
1952. 128p. $2.
A well-rounded, unhackneyed collection of
games for girls from six to twelve. The
directions are clear and easy to follow,
Contents include icebreakers, action games,
singing and dramatic games, .quiet games and
easy games. Indexed. tGr.l-7)
Gault, William Campbell. Thunder Road. Duttor.
1952. 188p. $2.50. (DlO4)
Pete Elliot represented the hot-rodders who
were interested in speed - but speed witn
safety controls. When the chance came ne gave
up his hot rod and joined Burney Spicer, an ex-
racer with an understanding of tne ways of
teen-age boys, as pit mechanio in the big time
races. After making tne circuit, Pete ended up
at Indianapolis, driving Barney's oar in the
Memorial Day classio. Tnat race was enough to
convince him that his real interest was in
building oars rather than racing them, and ne
returned home to California to start a speed
parts and machinery shop of his own. The story
loses some or its erfectiveness by being told
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in the first person; some of Pete's virtues
sound prudish because he has to describe them
himself. However, tne story is well told and
there is real value in the emphasis that is
placed on the difference between the rodders
who belong to timing associations and the high-
way speeders who are a menace to everyone.
(Gr.7-9)
Heinlein, Robert Anson. The Rolling Stoneq;
illus. by Clifford Geary. Soribner's, 1952.
276p. $2.50.
Good science fiction in a somewhat lighter
vein than is usual for Heinlein. The teen-age
Stone twins embarked on a selling venture that
took the entire family to Mars, the Asteroids,
and Ceres, and the reader leaves them at the
end of the book headed for Jupiter. The style
is annoyingly slangy at first out it is less
so after the family have left Luna (their home
base) and the author is describing their
adventures in space. Not as good writing as
in The Red Planet but science fiction fans will
enjoy it. (Gr.7-9)
Holbrook, Stewart Hall. Wild Bill Hickok Tames
the West; illus, by Ernest Richardson. Random
House, 1952. 179p. $1.50. (A Landmark BooK)
A readable but rather slight biography of
Wild Bill Hickok, one of the most famous of the
law enforcement officers in the early days of
the West. The author Justifies Hickok's many
slayings in terms of the lack of laws and
legally appointed law enforcement officers and
of the general code oi the period in which
Hickok lived. Events of the day are described
only as they affected Hickok with the result
that the man becomes more important than the
times. As a biography of gickok the book is
satisfactory although not outstanding, but it
will.have little value as supplementary history
material because of the overemphasis on Hickok
in relation to his times. (Gr.7-9)
Jennings, John Edward. Clipoer Ship Days; the
Golden Age of American Sailing Ships; illus.
by Edw. A. Wilson. Random House, 1952.
181p. $1.50. (A Landmark Book)
An account of the clipper ships and their
contribution to the development of the
American Merchant Marine. The material is not
particularly well organized and and is presented
in a written-down tone that is especially
annoying in the chapter on sailing terms. How-
ever, the information is interesting and could
be used where there is need for material on the
early days of shipping. (Or.6-8)
Kelley, F. Beverly. Kathleen Visits the Fair;
photographs by Gordon Kuster. Little, 1952.
64p. $1.75.
Six-year-old Kathleen goes to the fair with
her family, sees all the sights, and has her
picture taken at strategic spots. Both the
photographs and the text are too obviously
posed to be either realistic or very interesting,
The book might be used in social studies units
but will have little appeal for general reading.
(Gr.53-5)
Kinsey, Elizabeth. sea View Secret; illus. by
Mary Stevens. Watts, 1952. 23kEp. $2.50.
Peter and Jane Bowman did not expect any-
thing exciting to happen when they moved from
the city to a suburban development. However,
they were hardly settled in the new house when
they became acquainted with some children
living in an old mansion nearby, and were
involved in a search for some long lost jewelry.
An acceptable mystery with a realistic
solution. (Gr.4-6)
Knight, Ruth Adams (Yingling). Day After
Tomorrow. Doubleday, 1952. 219p. 2. o0.
Tom Briggs was unhappy during his first few
weeks in New York City because he missed the
friendliness of the small town where he had
lived all his life and he felt that there was
no opportunity to get to know people or to make
friends in the large city. Then Ludi Lucano a
classmate whom he admired, began to notice him
and invited him to Join the "club". Tom was
delighted to belong to a group and by the time
he realized that the club was a Communist Front
organization he had begun to accept seriously
the slogans which its members used so glibly,
without really understanding their interpreta-
tions of these slogans. Not until his father
lost his job through the work of tne communists
in his plant and Tom became involved in a rally
deliberately planned to cause a police raid and
create sympathy for the Party did he become
aware of the fallacies in the group's reasoning
and methods. An eminent social scientist who
reviewed the book for the Center had this to say
in part: "For adolescents with no realknowl-
edge of the world, this story is downright
dangerous. Its portrayal of communists is
fantastic, because anybody who thinks (as this
book would have us think) that communists are
automatons, mechanical robots, simply doesn't
know his communists -- nor his history. Wnen
directed toward the area.of young and impree-
sionable minds this book is dangerous indeed
because its assumptions are that: 1) we are
surrounded by subversives; 2) these subversives
are centered in New York among 'strangers',
people of odd, un-American descent; 3) in
contrast to these subversives, 'good1 Americans
play basketball. (The subversives, of course,
hand out literature.) . . . . even though the
basic argument might be true, the way in wnloh
it is written breeds suspicion, and suspicion
is one thing of which we already have much too
much.. . . In tnis world there is already
too much negation, and another suspicion-
ridden book only adds fuel to the flames."
Not recommended. (Gr.9-12)
Kugelmass, J. Alvin. Ralph J. Bunche; Fighter
for Peace. Messner, 1902. 1'4p. 2,75.,
(D59;D114)
A timely but somewhat disappointing
biography of Ralph Bunone. The book snows
evidence of being written carelessly and
hurriedly - at one place the author speaks of
Bunche's "trained facility for dictating
f2usome memorandums". The author has an
obvious admiration for Mr. Bunche both as a man
and a statesman and for this reason tne book
will be useful for bringing to young readers a
well-rounded picture of one of today's out-
standing figures. (Gr.,-9)
Lenski, Lois. We Are Thy Children; music by
Clyde Robert Bulla. Crowell, 1Y&2. <2p.
S2.75.
An exceptional book of original hymns for
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young children. The verses have dignity and
reverence without being sentimental, and they
relate religion to the everyday life of the
ohild without being didactic or moralizing.
The music is easy to play, and there is a folk
quality to many of tne tunes that makes them
singaole and adds to tneir appeal. Excellent
for homes, libraries, or Sunday Schools.
(Gr.1-6)
Long, Laura. The Chosen Bo;y A Story of Moses,
Who Led His People from Slavery to the
Promised Land; illus. by Clotilde Embree Funk.
Bobbs-Merrill, 1952. 192p. * 2.
Highly fictionalized biography of Moses
based in part on the Old Testament and Jewish
writings. The style lacks tne dignity and
forcefulness of Shippen's Moses (Harper, 1949)
but the book will be satisfactory as supplemen-
tary material for Sunday Sonool classes.
(Gr.5-7)
Means Florence (Crannell). Carvers' George;
A Biography of George Washington Carver;
illus, by Harve Stein. Houghton, 1952.
176p. $2.50. (0114)
A quiet thoughtful biography of George
Washington Carver that makes him seem very
real. Although the importance of his work is
never slighted, the author seems more concerned
with tne man himself than with what he accompli-
shed. The style is easy and will have appeal
for readers of a wide age range. (Gr.5-9)
Menotti, Gian-Carlo. Amahl and the Night
Vi&itors; this narrative adaptation by
Frances Frost preserves the exast dialogue of
the opera; illues by Roger Duvoisin.
Whittlesey House, 1952. 86p. $2.75.
A prose version of the Menotti opera that is
written in story form but retains the dialogue
of the opera. The story is that of a small
crippled boy and his mother wno are visited by
the tnree kings as tney follow the Christmas
star. When Amahl offers his crutch as a gift
to the Christ Child he is miraculously cured.
The illustrations, in color and black and white,
add greatly to the appeal of tne book. Weak
stitohing. (Gr.5-7)
M•hlenweg, Fritz. Big iger and Christian;
illus, by Rafaello Busoni. Pantneon, 1952.
692p. $4.95. (D7o;D62)
A long but engrossing story of tne
adventures of two boys living in China in the
1920's. Through a mishap Big Tiger and
Christian are captured by an enemy troop and
sent across the Gobi Desert as messengers. On
the way they and their soldier companion meet a
series of interesting people ranging from a
famous lama to a bandit chief, and always they
succeed in making friends through tneir very
real interest in people and tneir ready
adjustment to tne customs and language of the
part of the country in wicoh they find them-
selves. Their adventures, wnich run the gamut
from finding a treasure to helping capture a
black-market racketeer, are recounted in a way
that makes them seem both plausible and real.
The story could have been tightened in spots
with good results both from the standpoint of
length and ease of reading. It is, however, a
well-paced story with good onaracterizations of
even tne most minor characters and witn
interesting sidelights on the customs of the
people of the region. As an adventure story it
compares favorably with such stories as
Treasure Island and Robinson Crusoe. (Gr.7-9)
Neurath, Marie. The wlonder World of Animals,
Lothrop, 1952. 36p. $1.50.
A collection of odd bits of information
about various animals. Included are whales,
monkeys, bats, the duckbilled platypus, prairie
dogs, beavers hamsters, hedgehogs elephants,
deer, and seals. The text is simple and easy
to read and the illustrations add to the
information. The material is extremely slight
and although interesting to browse through,
will have little value otherwise. (Gr.3-5)
Perkins R. Marlin. One Magic Night; A Story
from the Zoo; by Marlin Perkins and Peggy
Tibma; illus. by Katherine Evans. Regnery,
1952. 24p. l1.50.
A mild little story of Christmas Eve in the
zoo which has been adapted from the T-V program
ZooDarade. The animals all gather together onChristmas Eve and each one tries to prove his
superiority to the rest. Then Furlinetta, the
small donkey who has been ignored by the others
steps forward and makes her claim to immor-
tality on the basis that she was at Bethlehem
the night Christ was born. There is nothing in
either the illustrations or the story to set
this off from hundreds of other Christmas books
Its appeal is seasonal and the sentimentality
of both text and illustrations lessens its
appeal. (Pre-school)
Polak Johan illus. The True-To-Life ABC
oi; including .numbers. Grosset, 1952.
2p. $1. (Big Treasure Books)
Large, clear pictures of various well-known
animals or objects representing the letters of
the alphabet. For most of the letters there is
only one picture to the page, with the
accompanying word and the letter repeated in
upper and lower case printing and cursive
forms. At the end are two pages of pictures of
various animals in groups ranging from 1 to 10.
The illustrations are not always well cnosen
and some are misleading, as for example where a
dog is pictured as the same size as the
elephant on the opposite page. (Pre-sohool)
Sewell, Anna. Black Beaut;y retold for little
children by Maroia Martin; pictures by George
Santos. Wonder Books, 1952. 28p. 25%.
Only the bare outline of Sewell's story is
retained in this version of Black Beauty. The
writing is totally lacking in literary quality
and the illustrations have nothing to recommend
them. Not recommended. (Pre-school)
Shackle, G. L. S. Mathematics at the Fireeide;
Some Fundamentals Presented to Children.
Cambridge University Press, 1952. lb6p.$3.25.
A somewhat interesting but very old-
fashioned approach to the teacning of mathe-
matics. The material is presented in the form
of a father's conversations with his children,
beginning with tne most simple of aritnmetic
concepts and proceeding to the most complex
elements of higner matnematice. Some of tnhe
methods of presenting mathematical protlems and
concepts are excellent, although their best use
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will be by the teacher rather than by the
individual student. The book could have
value for teacher training classes or for the
teachersa collections in school or profession-
al libraries, but is not for general library
use. (Gr.10-12)
Shippen, Katherine Binney. Mr Bell Invents
the Telephone; illus, by Richard Floethe,
Random House 1952. 183p. $1.50. (A
Landmark Book)
Fictionalized biography of Alexander
Graham Bell beginning with his arrival in
Boston as a teacher in the school for the deaf
and emphasizing his work on the telephone and
the early years of its promotion. Well-written
and exceedingly readable. (Gr.6-8)
Sickels, Evelyn Ray. That Bo Johnny!; illus.
by Jean Martinez. Soribner's, 1952. 120p.
02. (D37)
Entertaining story of eight-year-old
Johnny who lived in New Hampshire many years
ago, but whose troubles, mostly of his own
making, will be recognized by boys of today as
similar to their own problems. Johnny is
blessed with an understanding family so most or
his difficulties end happily. (Gr.4-6)
Sternau, Phyllis. Sweet Sixteen Cook Book;
illus, by Doug Anderson. Sterling, 1952.
124p. $2.
A cookbook designed especially for teen-
age girls whose culinary efforts are largely
confined to refreshments for the gang and an
occasional meal for the family. Some of the
recipes are good but the entire presentation is
poor. The author tries to be funny and her
humor sometimes results in strange directions,
as for example when she says "Watch your
fingers. Add them to the soallions or onions.,
The assumption that teen-age girls will not
have sense enough to remove eggs from the shells
before using them and must be told to do so
almost every time eggs are mentioned in a recipe
becomes annoying. Helpful hints are included
but are scattered throughout the book with no
rhyme or reasonaand are not indexed. Not
recommended. (Gr.7-9)
Stirling, Monica. The Little Ballet Dancer;
illus. by Helen Stone. Lothrop, 1952. 61p.
?2.50.
Slight story of a small French girl who is
selected to attend the Paris Opera Ballet
School. The book is more satisfactory for its
information about ballet than as a story but it
should have appeal for young ballet enthusiasts.
Helen Stone's illustrations are light and gay
and capture the spirit of ballet. (Gr.3-5)
Tallant, Robert. The Louisiana urchase; illus.
by Warren Chappell. Random House, 1952.
183p. 1.50. (A Landmark Book)
A slow-paced account of tne events that led
up to the purchase of the Louisiana Territory
by the United States. The author goes into
great detail in explaining what was happening
in the rest of the world at the same time and
succeeds in making clear the maze of intrigue
that goes into the settling of international
problems. The effect of the purchase on New
Orleans is fully described but no mention is
made of St. Louis. The reader is, in fact,
given the impression that New Orleans was the
only town in the entire Louisiana Territory at
the time of its purchase. Throughout the book
are footnotes referring the reader to other
books in the Landmark Series, an inexpensive
but not very acceptable method of advertising.
The book will be of limited appeal and will be
useful as supplementary reading for history
classes rather than for general library
purchase , r. 7-9)
Tweed, Adelaide M. The Earth Adventure
llibolly the Moon an;A Story for ChilAren;
illu, by Howard Morris. Exposition Press,
1952. 86p. $2.50.
A rambling, incoherent account of the visit
of some queer moon men to the earth. The
story has the disjointed effect of a dream
sequence and in some spots makes about as
little sense as some dreams. Not recommended
(Gr. 5-7
Wallace, May Nickerson. Challenge to Bbs;
illus, by Jean Maodonald Porter. Ablard,
1952. lbOp. $2.50.
Barbara and Davy Daly went to Florida to
live with tne Trents after their father's work
took him out of the country. The Daly's were
happier with tne Trentb than they had been
since their own mother died; Barbara particu-
larly since she and Kathy Trent were in 4H
work together. Then Mr. Daly married again
and Barbara was faced with tne difficult task
of adjusting to her new stepmother. An
unimportant but pleasant story of a young
girl's growing up. (Gr.4-6)
Willis, Priscilla D. Alfred and the Saint;
illus. by Carl Kidwell. Longmans, 192.
179p. $2.50.
A fairly routine horse story that is saved
from mediocrity by an unusual main character
and guod father-son relations. Fourteen-year-
old Alfred is a mute who sets himself the task
of saving the life of the Saint after tne
horse had suffered a heart attack and had been
condemned to death. Alfred and the horse are
the most realistically portrayed of all the
characters aiid the main value of tne book is
in the account of Alfred's struggle to save
the Saint and the problems he faces because of
his own hanaicap. (Gr.Y-9)
Young I. S. A Hit and a Mies. 'ilcox &
Follett. 1Z57. z40p. .560.
Tne seory of a young high school girl who
allows her better Judgment to be over-ruled by
the feeling of power she gets from playing two
ooy friends against each other. The near
tragedy which results brings ner and the boys
to tneir senses. Tne book is about evenly
divided between details of Anita's flirtation
with Corky and Taliert and of the baseball
games in wnion tne two boys take part. The
result is a book that will have little appeal
for either girls or boys. There are some good
insights into the problems of teen-agers but
the style is too disjointed for the informatior
to be effective. Not recommended. (Gr.7-9)
Zaidenberg, Arthur. How To Draw Peoplel; A
Beginner's Book for Boys and Girls.
Vanguard, 1952. 6 0 p. $2.60.
Simple directions for learning to draw
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people. The instructions are easy to follow
but the book has some serious weaknsesse from
the art point of view. It tends to lead the
youngster to draw puppets aather than people;
the samples in the illustrations are poor in
quality; only one method of dawing is
suggested which tends to stenotype the child's
ideas; and the book oversimplifies the drawinl
problem, which is really tied up with vision -
not formula. Could be used by an art teacher
with a class but not recommended for individual
use without additional instruction. (Gr.4-6)
Zim, Herbert Spencer. Whatse Inside of Me?;
illse, by Herschel Wartlk. -Mrrow, 1ss.
32p. $1.76.
What's Inside of Plants?
illus, by Herschel Wartik. Morrow,1952.
32p. $1.75.
A new approach to nature study for very
young children. The books use two kinds of
type, one very large and the other smaller
than that normally used in books for the
elementarygrades. The large type pages are
intended for the beginning reader to handle
alone and the smaller type pages are for the
adult to read to the child. The illustrations
are supposed to be sufficient for the pre-
school child to understand without resorting
to the text. The assumption that large type
pages are easier to read than small type pages
is true only as it relates to eye movements.
In these instances the use of large type meant
that fewer explanations could be included on a
page, a greater number of technical terms had
o be used, and the difficulty level of the
material rose correspondingly. When tested
with the Dale-Ohall readability formula the
large type pages averaged 5-6th grade level or
reading difficulty, or slightly higher than -
the upper fourth grade average for the small
type pages. Fourth grade readers who could
handle the text neither need nor particularly
like the primer size type that has been used
and yet the small type is somewhat difftoult
for them. It is questionable whether a child
who is interested enough in either physiology
or plant structure to pick up either of these
books, and who is far enough advanced as a
reader to be able to handle the text, will be
satiqfied with reading every other page
especially since the text and illustrations do
not oome out right when the books are read in
this manner. From the point of view of
developmental and remedial r&*ding the
combination of extra large and small type is
difficult for the reader whose eye movements
are not fully developed. Some of the illus-
trations are easy to follow, but in the
physiology book there are many cross section
drawings that are difficult even for adults to
fully understand. In a few instances parts of
plants and of people are shown in incorreot
color on the same page with parts that are
correotly colored. The book on plants is more
suited to use in the lower grades than is the
book on the body, since the more difficult
aspeats of physiology, such as the nervous
system, the circulatory system, etc., are not
generally taught in school until about the
sixth grade. Younger children are more
concerned with problems of health than with
the more technical side of physiology. The
books represent an interesting experiment but
one of questionable value considering the wide
difference between the ages for which they areintended and the reading difficulty of the
material. (Gr.4-6)
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"Functional School Libraries: Quarters and
Equipment." Kentucky Educational Bulletin.
Vol. 20, Jy'52.
"Our Resources and Conservation Practices;
Sources of Information for Students and
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